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Summary

• The manufacturing industry employed nearly 13 million workers in the United 

States in 2025, representing a 3% increase from 2021.

• The manufacturing industry's contribution to DFW’s GDP increased from 

$55.2 billion in 2021 to $61.1 billion in 2024, representing a 10.7% increase 

over the period.

• In 2024, Dallas County led the DFW region with $23.5 billion in 

manufacturing GDP, up 5.8% from 2021. Tarrant County followed with 

$17.4 billion (8.0%), while Collin County generated $8.1 billion, 

recording the fastest growth at 18%.

• The manufacturing industry employed more than 317,000 workers in 

the DFW region in 2025, accounting for 7% of total employment. 

Average earnings per job reached $117,920, while employment 

increased 10% from 289,357 workers in 2021.

Source: Lightcast



Summary (cont’d.)

• Transportation equipment manufacturing was the region's largest 

manufacturing industry, employing 58,467 workers in 2025. Employment in 

the industry increased 10% between 2021 and 2025.

• Computer and electronic product manufacturing ranked second with 47,205 

workers, representing an 8% increase in employment over the same period.

• Within transportation equipment manufacturing, aerospace product and parts 

manufacturing employed 36,050 workers, accounting for more than 60% of 

employment in the industry. Employment in the aerospace subsector 

increased 9% from 2021 to 2025.

• Aircraft manufacturing remained the largest component of the aerospace 

industry, employing 27,985 workers. The industry accounted for more than 

78% of all employment in aerospace product and parts manufacturing.

Source: Lightcast



Manufacturing Jobs – U.S

• California led the nation in manufacturing employment in 2025 with more than 1.26 

million workers, followed by Texas, which employed just over 1 million workers.

Source: Lightcast



Manufacturing Jobs - DFW 

Source: Lightcast

• In 2025, Dallas County led the DFW region in manufacturing employment with more 

than 127,000 workers, followed by Tarrant County with 95,402 workers.

• Collin County and Denton County ranked third and fourth, employing 32,608 and 20,283 

manufacturing workers, respectively.



Industry 2021 Jobs2025 Jobs % Change
Avg. Earnings 

Per Job
Transportation Equipment Manufacturing 52,951 58,467 10% $144,997 

Computer and Electronic Product Manufacturing 43,868 47,205 8% $186,568 

Fabricated Metal Product Manufacturing 30,558 33,886 11% $89,410 

Food Manufacturing 25,639 27,434 7% $76,849 

Chemical Manufacturing 16,300 18,694 15% $136,269 

Machinery Manufacturing 16,087 18,108 13% $102,862 

Plastics and Rubber Products Manufacturing 14,349 16,115 12% $83,987 

Miscellaneous Manufacturing 13,086 14,938 14% $104,347 

Nonmetallic Mineral Product Manufacturing 12,143 12,711 5% $99,704 

Furniture and Related Product Manufacturing 11,430 10,963 -4% $71,871 

Printing and Related Support Activities 11,313 10,800 -5% $73,627 

Paper Manufacturing 7,692 8,773 14% $105,629 

Electrical Equipment, Appliance, and Component 

Manufacturing

6,074 8,066 33% $112,825 

Primary Metal Manufacturing 6,586 8,004 22% $104,116 

Wood Product Manufacturing 7,861 7,934 1% $77,227 

Beverage and Tobacco Product Manufacturing 5,837 7,449 28% $101,174 

Apparel Manufacturing 2,400 2,277 -5% $70,985 

Petroleum and Coal Products Manufacturing 1,802 2,074 15% $197,658 

Textile Product Mills 2,014 1,969 -2% $62,311 

Leather and Allied Product Manufacturing 731 821 12% $61,714 

Textile Mills 638 759 19% $74,825 

Total 289,357 317,446 10% $117,920 

Manufacturing Industry Jobs (DFW: NAICS-3)

Source: Lightcast



Transportation Equipment 

Manufacturing Industry

2021 

Jobs

2025 

Jobs

% 

Change

Avg. Earnings Per 

Job
Aerospace Product and Parts 

Manufacturing

33,039 36,050 9% $169,937 

Motor Vehicle Parts Manufacturing 9,542 11,430 20% $80,804 

Motor Vehicle Manufacturing 8,415 8,797 5% $138,513 

Motor Vehicle Body and Trailer 

Manufacturing

1,222 1,443 18% $84,585 

Railroad Rolling Stock Manufacturing 384 336 -13% $130,032 

Ship and Boat Building 270 232 -14% $113,954 

Other Transportation Equipment 

Manufacturing

79 180 127% $95,294 

Total 52,951 58,467 10% $144,997 

Transportation Equipment Manufacturing 

Industry Jobs (DFW: NAICS-4)

Source: Lightcast



Industry
2021 

Jobs

2025 

Jobs

% 

Change

Avg. Earnings 

Per Job

Aircraft Manufacturing 25,576 27,985 9% $174,172 

Other Aircraft Parts and Auxiliary Equipment 

Manufacturing

6,579 5,831 -11% $158,845 

Aircraft Engine and Engine Parts Manufacturing 704 1,833 160% $133,244 

Guided Missile and Space Vehicle Manufacturing 181 397 120% $203,741 

Guided Missile and Space Vehicle Propulsion Unit and 

Propulsion Unit Parts Manufacturing

0 <10 * *

Other Guided Missile and Space Vehicle Parts and 

Auxiliary Equipment Manufacturing

0 <10 * *

Total 33,039 36,050 9% $169,937 

Note: * Insufficient Data

Aerospace Product and Parts Manufacturing 

Industry Jobs (DFW: NAICS-6)

Source: Lightcast



An Economic Engine for the Region

economicengine.utdallas.edu

economicengine@utdallas.edu

economicengine.utdallas.edu/tools/subscribe

https://economicengine.utdallas.edu/
mailto:economicengine@utdallas.edu
https://economicengine.utdallas.edu/tools/subscribe/
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