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SUMMARY

 From May 2026 to June 2026, the DFW labor market gained 11,300 jobs, taking its total workforce to
4,363,300 from 4,352,000.

» The construction sector saw its employment grow by 1.7%, followed by leisure and hospitality at
1.6%.

* Unemployment rates increased across DFW (4.0% to 4.7%), Texas (4.3% to 4.9%), and the U.S. (4.1%
to 4.4%).

» Overall job postings increased by 3.6% in May. Postings for heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers
saw the largest increase by 31.6%, while retail salespersons experienced a 5% loss.

» The fastest growing occupation was food preparation workers by 49.1% increase in new postings.
(Note: The significant number of job postings were driven by Chipotle and Whataburger.)

« Education Administrator saw the largest decline in job postings at 39.4%.

* The Consumer Price Index (CPI) for DFW will not be released for June. However, inflation decreased in
Texas (1.26%), the Southern Region (0.44%), and the U.S. (0.35%).

For deeper analysis of these dynamics, see the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas’ Texas Employment
Forecast, Dallas-Plano-Irving metro Economic Indicators, Fort Worth-Arlington metro Economic Indicators
and the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ DFW and Southwest CPI releases.
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https://www.dallasfed.org/research/forecast/2026/emp260717
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/forecast/2026/emp260717
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/indicators/dal/2026/dal2601
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/indicators/dal/2026/dal2601
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/indicators/dal/2026/dal2601
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/indicators/dal/2026/dal2601
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/indicators/dal/2026/dal2601
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/indicators/ftw/2026/ftw2601
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/indicators/ftw/2026/ftw2601
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/indicators/ftw/2026/ftw2601
https://www.bls.gov/regions/southwest/news-release/consumerpriceindex_dallasfortworth.htm
https://www.bls.gov/regions/southeast/news-release/consumerpriceindex_south.htm
https://www.bls.gov/regions/southeast/news-release/consumerpriceindex_south.htm
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DFW - Job Postings vs. Nonfarm Jobs
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* DFW includes Collin, Dallas, Denton, Ellis, Hunt, Johnson, Kaufman, Parker, Rockwall, Tarrant, and Wise counties.
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics State and Area Employment, Hours, and Earnings, August 2026. Lightcast, 2026.
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Unemployment Rates* in DFW, Texas, and U.S.
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Labor Force Statistics, August 2026
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Job Postings
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DFW Total Job Postings Over the Years
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Change in Consumer Price Index

Monthly Change in Consumer Price Index
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Note: Data for DFW is reported every other month. All other figures are reported monthly.

October CPI data for the US, Texas and the South Region is unavailable due to the 2025 lapse in appropriations.

Sources: Texas data sourced from the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, Key Economic Indicators, August 2026.

All data for the U.S., South and DFW sourced from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U), August 2026, and is not seasonally adjusted.
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Top Occupations by Job Postings in DFW (Yearly)

Median Median Jun. 2025 Jun. 2026 Change,
. . Average i i Jun. 2025
Occupation Annual Advertised . Unique Job Unique Job
. Monthly Hires . . to Jun. 2026
Earnings Salary Postings Postings (%)
o
1 Registered nurses $101,106 $87,808 2,848 4,514 4,223 -6.4%
2 Software developers $133,760 $133,888 3,169 3,094 3,785 22.3%
3 Heavy and tractor-trailer truck $50,537  $80,768 3,208 1,759 3,476 97.6%
drivers
4 Retail salespersons $32,895 $35,456 6,841 2,383 2,091 -12.3%
5 Computer occupations, all other $127,159 $129,792 715 1,631 1,965 20.5%
6 First-line supervisors of retail sales $47.438 $44.160 992 2041 1,943 _4.8%
workers
7 Customer service representatives $44,765 $41,600 6,003 1,611 1,498 -7.0%
8 General and operations managers $111,191 $98,176 4,774 1,204 1,420 17.9%
9 Financial managers $171,643 $137,984 820 997 1,411 41.5%
19 Maintenance and repair workers, $49,056  $52,096 1,827 1,175 1,393 18.6%
general
All occupations - - - 93,118 105,859 13.7%
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Source: Lightcast, 2026.
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Top Occupations by Job Postings in DFW (Monthly)

Apr. 2026 May. 2026 Jun. 2026 Change,
Occupation Unique Job Unique Job Unique Job May. 2026
Postings Postings Postings to Jun. 2026 (%)
1 Registered nurses 4,040 3,643 4,223 15.9%
2 Software developers 3,459 3,418 3,785 10.7%
3 Heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers 2,027 2,641 3,476 31.6%
4 Retail salespersons 2,248 2,200 2,091 -5.0%
5 Computer occupations, all other 1,735 1,796 1,965 9.4%
6 First-line supervisors of retail sales 1,934 1,746 1.943 11.3%
workers
7 Customer service representatives 1,582 1,335 1,498 12.2%
8 General and operations managers 1,433 1,326 1,420 7.1%
9 Financial managers 1,283 1,414 1,411 -0.2%
10 Maintenance and repair workers, general 1,265 1,304 1,393 6.8%
All occupations 99,889 102,193 105,859 3.6%

Source: Lightcast, 2026.
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Positive Change in Demand by Jobs Postings in DFW

Median Median Average May. 2026 Jun. 2026 Month-over-
Occupation Annual Advertised ge Unique Job Unique Job month
. Monthly Hires . .
Earnings Salary Postings Postings Change
1 Respiratory Therapists $85,189 $81,152 124 221 322 45.7%
2 Food Preparation Workers $31,240 $30,080 1,917 428 638 49.1%
3 Production Workers, All Other $39,470 $40,576 645 673 752 11.7%
4 Industrial Truck and Tractor Operators  $46,990 $39,552 1,965 403 498 23.6%
5 Construction Managers $104,029 $107,392 706 762 843 10.6%
6 Database Administrators $122,028 $125,184 108 401 495 23.4%
Laborers and Freight, Stock, and o
7 ViETal Hevers, B $38,645 $38,528 7,524 1284 1377 7.2%
First-Line Supervisors of Office and o
8 Administrative Support Workers $73,149 $58,496 1,401 939 1023 8.9%
9 Marketing Managers $155,444  $151,296 794 854 935 9.5%
Secretaries and Administrative
10 Assistants, Except Legal, Medical, and $47,346 $45,696 1,594 810 910 12.3%
Executive
All occupations - - - 102,193 105,859 3.6%
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Source: Lightcast, 2026.
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Negative Change in Demand by Jobs Postings in DFW

Median Median Average May. 2026 Jun. 2026 Month-over-
Occupation Annual Advertised ge Unique Job Unique Job month
. Monthly Hires . .
Earnings Salary Postings Postings Change
Education Administrators, $103,995  $68,992 94 188 114 -39.4%
Postsecondary
Industrial Production Managers $132,959 $103,168 142 353 235 -33.4%
Occupational Therapists $105,476 $104,192 166 374 259 -30.7%
Physical Therapists $107,657  $103,296 277 814 657 -19.3%
Lawyers $168,886 $160,640 500 831 727 -12.5%
Health Technologists and o
Technicians, All Other $50,470 $43,136 144 827 724 -12.5%
Food Service Managers $63,586 $54,912 260 992 869 -12.4%
Sales Representatives, Wholesale
and Manufacturing, Except Technical $65,234 $82,816 780 1545 1382 -10.6%
and Scientific Products
Accountants and Auditors $84,288 $85,376 1,602 1167 1073 -8.1%
10 Sales Managers $144,481 $114,560 981 1062 980 -71.7%
All occupations - - - 102,193 105,859 3.6%

Source: Lightcast, 2026.
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DFW Employment by Industry

Change, Change,
Jun. 2025 to May. 2026 to
Jun. 2026 (%) Jun. 2026 (%)

Jun. 2026
Employment

Jun. 2025
Employment

Apr. 2026
Employment

May. 2026

Industry Employment

Mining, quarrying, and oll

! 113,600 112,100 113,800 115.100 1.3% 1.1%
and gas extraction
Construction 154.500 155,700 156,800 159.500 3.2% 1.7%
Manufacturing 315,800 309,600 310,600 313,300 0.8% 0.9%
Wholesale and retail rade 622,500 622,600 625.100 628,500 1.0% 0.5%
Transportation and utilities 263,200 268,200 268,200 267,100 1.5% -0.4%
Information 88.200 84.700 85 300 85900 2.6% 0.7%
gl senies 392,000 387,700 388,200 392,000 0.0% 1.0%
Professional and business - o1 793.800 792.100 798,300 2.9% 0.8%
services
Seleziiei gl ezl 519,700 528,700 528,400 527.100 1.4% -0.2%
services
Leisure and hospitality 440,800 435,500 443,700 450,800 2.3% 1.6%
e ST eEe 144,300 142,500 144,000 145,500 0.8% 1.0%
Government 478,500 494,200 495,800 480,200 0.4% 3.1%
s T 4,308,700 4,335,300 4,352,000 4,363,300 1.3% 0.3%

Numbers may not sum due to rounding. Employment is not seasonally adjusted.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics State and Area Employment, Hours, and Earnings, and Current Employment Statistics, August 2026.
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DFW vs. U.S. Employment by Industry

DFW U.S.
DFW Julr:l)FggZG Employment U.S. Jurlljlg(-)ZG Employment
Industry Jun. 2026 ) Change, Jun. Jun. 2026 j Change, Jun.
Employment Employment
Employment Share (%) 2025 to Jun. Employment Share (%) 2025 to Jun.
¢ 2026 (%) ° 2026 (%)
Mining, quarrying, and oil and 115,100 2.6% 1.3% 612,000 0.4% -1.4%
gas extraction
Construction 159,500 3.7% 3.2% 8,504,000 5.3% 0.7%
Manufacturing 313,300 7.2% -0.8% 12,670,000 7.9% -0.3%
Wholesale and retail trade 628,500 14.4% 1.0% 21,564,000 13.5% 0.1%
Transportation and utilities 267,100 6.1% 1.5% 7,152,900 4.5% -0.6%
Information 85,900 2.0% -2.6% 2,791,000 1.7% -3.2%
Financial activities 392,000 9.0% 0.0% 9,137,000 5.7% -1.1%
Professional and business 798,300 18.3% 2.9% 22,640,000 14.2% 0.5%
services
Education and health services 527,100 12.1% 1.4% 27,772,000 17.4% 2.4%
Leisure and hospitality 450,800 10.3% 2.3% 17,656,000 11.0% 0.7%
Other services 145,500 3.3% 0.8% 6,118,000 3.8% 0.9%
Government 480,200 11.0% 0.4% 23,213,000 14.5% -0.9%
Total nonfarm 4,363,300 100.0% 1.3% 159,830,000 100.0% 0.3%

Numbers may not sum due to rounding. Employment is not seasonally adjusted.
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics State and Area Employment, Hours, and Earnings, and Current Employment Statistics, August 2026.
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Web
economicengine.utdallas.edu

An Economic Engine -
for the Region economicengine@utdallas.edu

Newsletter
economicengine.utdallas.edu/tools/subscribe



https://economicengine.utdallas.edu/
mailto:economicengine@utdallas.edu
https://economicengine.utdallas.edu/tools/subscribe/
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