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• From April 2026 to May 2026, the DFW labor market gained 15,000 jobs, taking its total workforce to 

4,350,300. 

• The leisure and hospitality sector saw its employment grow by 1.9%, followed by other services at 

1.4%.

• Unemployment rates increased across DFW (3.8% to 4.0%), Texas (4.0% to 4.3%), and the U.S. (4.0% 
to 4.1%).

• Overall job postings increased by 2.5% in May. Postings for heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers 

saw the largest increase by 30%, while customer service representatives experienced a 15.6% loss.

• The fastest growing occupation was cooks, fast food by 113.6% increase in new postings.                 
(Note: The significant number of job postings were driven by Chilli’s Grill & Bar, Landry’s and CEC Entertainment.)

• Police and sheriff’s patrol officers saw the largest decline in job postings at 57.5%. 

• The Consumer Price Index (CPI) declined in May by 0.26% in the DFW region and 0.27% across Texas. 

Meanwhile, inflation increased by 0.48% in the Southern Region and 0.63% across the U.S.

For deeper analysis of these dynamics, see the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas’ Texas Employment 

Forecast and the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ DFW and Southwest CPI releases.

SUMMARY

https://www.dallasfed.org/research/forecast/2026/emp260622
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/forecast/2026/emp260622
https://www.bls.gov/regions/southwest/news-release/consumerpriceindex_dallasfortworth.htm
https://www.bls.gov/regions/southeast/news-release/consumerpriceindex_south.htm
https://www.bls.gov/regions/southeast/news-release/consumerpriceindex_south.htm


DFW – Job Postings vs. Nonfarm Jobs

* DFW includes Collin, Dallas, Denton, Ellis, Hunt, Johnson, Kaufman, Parker, Rockwall, Tarrant, and Wise counties.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics State and Area Employment, Hours, and Earnings, July 2026. Lightcast, 2026.
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Unemployment Rates* in DFW, Texas, and U.S.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Labor Force Statistics, July 2026
*Not seasonally adjusted.

**Data unavailable

DFW* TX U.S.



DFW Total Job Postings Over the Years

Source: Lightcast, 2026.
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United States South Region Texas DFW*

Monthly Change in Consumer Price Index

Change in Consumer Price Index

Note: Data for DFW is reported every other month. All other figures are reported monthly. 

October CPI data for the US, Texas and the South Region is unavailable due to the 2025 lapse in appropriations.

Sources: Texas data sourced from the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, Key Economic Indicators, July 2026. 

All data for the U.S., South and DFW sourced from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U), July 2026, and is not seasonally adjusted.

DFW CPI –
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312.058



Occupation

Median 

Annual 

Earnings

Median 

Advertised 

Salary

Average 

Monthly Hires 

May. 2025 

Unique Job 

Postings

May. 2026 

Unique Job 

Postings

Change, 

May. 2025

 to May. 2026 

(%)

1 Registered nurses $101,106 $86,400 2,772 4,000 3,628 -9.3%

2 Software developers $133,760 $131,840 2,999 3,361 3,428 2.0%

3
Heavy and tractor-trailer truck 

drivers
$59,537 $78,720 3,146 1,655 2,638 59.4%

4 Retail salespersons $32,895 $34,432 6,665 2,292 2,200 -4.0%

5 Computer occupations, all other $127,159 $132,864 705 1,625 1,800 10.8%

6
First-line supervisors of retail sales 

workers
$47,438 $44,160 982 1,567 1,673 6.8%

7

Sales representatives, wholesale 

and manufacturing, except technical 

and scientific products

$65,234 $80,256 764 1,370 1,549 13.1%

8 Financial managers $171,643 $137,984 788 1,013 1,392 37.4%

9 Customer service representatives $44,765 $40,576 5,916 1,459 1,335 -8.5%

10
Maintenance and repair workers, 

general
$49,056 $52,096 1,767 1,183 1,316 11.2%

All occupations - - - 88,220 102,379 16.0%

Top Occupations by Job Postings in DFW (Yearly)

Source: Lightcast, 2026.



Source: Lightcast, 2026.

Occupation

Mar. 2026

Unique Job 

Postings

Apr. 2026

Unique Job 

Postings

May. 2026

Unique Job 

Postings

Change, 

Apr. 2026

 to May. 2026 (%)

1 Registered nurses 4,553 4,031 3,628 -10.0%

2 Software developers 3,338 3,455 3,428 -0.8%

3 Heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers 2,163 2,028 2,638 30.1%

4 Retail salespersons 2,426 2,246 2,200 -2.0%

5 Computer occupations, all other 1,630 1,772 1,800 1.6%

6
First-line supervisors of retail sales 

workers
1,947 1,886 1,673 -11.3%

7

Sales representatives, wholesale and 

manufacturing, except technical and 

scientific products

1,609 1,396 1,549 11.0%

8 Financial managers 1,190 1,270 1,392 9.6%

9 Customer service representatives 1,570 1,582 1,335 -15.6%

10 Maintenance and repair workers, general 1,273 1,264 1,316 4.1%

All occupations 102,015 99,878 102,379 2.5%

Top Occupations by Job Postings in DFW (Monthly)



Occupation

Median 

Annual 

Earnings

Median 

Advertised 

Salary

Average 

Monthly Hires 

Apr. 2026

Unique Job 

Postings

May. 2026 

Unique Job 

Postings

Month-over-

month 

Change

1 Cooks, Fast Food $30,440 $35,456 346 140 299 113.6%

2 Occupational Therapists $105,476 $104,192 160 229 373 62.9%

3
Heating, Air Conditioning, and 

Refrigeration Mechanics and Installers
$60,090 $71,040 525 230 410 78.3%

4 Nursing Assistants $38,859 $36,992 2,004 319 487 52.7%

5 Lawyers $168,886 $160,512 487 622 836 34.4%

6 Cooks, Restaurant $35,514 $36,480 2,525 449 590 31.4%

7 Project Management Specialists $99,279 $109,824 1,940 1088 1218 11.9%

8 Food Service Managers $63,586 $55,936 257 743 1025 38.0%

9 Civil Engineers $97,246 $105,216 305 260 378 45.4%

10
Health Technologists and Technicians, 

All Other
$50,470 $44,160 144 680 818 20.3%

All occupations - - - 99,878 102,379 2.5%

*The significant percentage gain is largely attributable to the low number from the prior month. Source: Lightcast, 2026.

Positive Change in Demand by Jobs Postings in DFW



Occupation

Median 

Annual 

Earnings

Median 

Advertised 

Salary

Average 

Monthly Hires 

Apr. 2026

Unique Job 

Postings

May. 2026 

Unique Job 

Postings

Month-over-

month 

Change

1 Police and Sheriff's Patrol Officers $92,511 $71,936 326 174 74 -57.5%

2 Coaches and Scouts $37,134 $52,096 310 381 223 -41.5%

3
Elementary School Teachers, Except 

Special Education
$66,061 $66,432 583 280 185 -33.9%

4 Cost Estimators $79,322 $92,416 321 350 256 -26.9%

5
Merchandise Displayers and 

Window Trimmers
$39,025 $35,456 228 596 475 -20.3%

6 Managers, All Other $139,933 $115,584 571 712 594 -16.6%

7 Marketing Managers $155,444 $145,152 774 916 810 -11.6%

8
Automotive Service Technicians and 

Mechanics
$49,748 $58,240 892 840 746 -11.2%

9

Sales Representatives of Services, 

Except Advertising, Insurance, 

Financial Services, and Travel

$63,542 $58,752 2,359 1094 972 -11.2%

10 General and Operations Managers $111,191 $102,784 4,653 1378 1281 -7.0%

All occupations - - - 99,878 102,379 2.5%

Source: Lightcast, 2026.

Negative Change in Demand by Jobs Postings in DFW



Industry
May. 2025 

Employment

Mar. 2026 

Employment

Apr. 2026 

Employment

May. 2026 

Employment

Change,

May. 2025 to 

May. 2026 (%)

Change,

Apr. 2026 to 

May. 2026 (%)

Mining, quarrying, and oil 

and gas extraction
112,800 112,800 112,100 113,600 0.7% 1.3%

Construction 153,400 155,400 155,700 156,700 2.2% 0.6%

Manufacturing 314,500 310,500 309,600 310,900 -1.1% 0.4%

Wholesale and retail trade 621,800 621,100 622,600 625,000 0.5% 0.4%

Transportation and utilities 263,300 266,600 268,200 269,200 2.2% 0.4%

Information 87,300 85,200 84,700 85,000 -2.6% 0.4%

Financial activities 390,200 388,300 387,700 387,300 -0.7% -0.1%

Professional and business 

services
779,400 786,600 793,800 790,300 1.4% -0.4%

Education and health 

services
527,900 526,400 528,700 528,100 0.0% -0.1%

Leisure and hospitality 441,000 431,400 435,500 443,800 0.6% 1.9%

Other services 143,700 141,100 142,500 144,500 0.6% 1.4%

Government 490,300 492,800 494,200 495,900 1.1% 0.3%

Total nonfarm 4,325,600 4,318,200 4,335,300 4,350,300 0.6% 0.3%

DFW Employment by Industry

Numbers may not sum due to rounding. Employment is not seasonally adjusted.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics State and Area Employment, Hours, and Earnings, and Current Employment Statistics, July 2026.



Industry

DFW

May. 2026 

Employment

DFW

May. 2026 

Employment 

Share (%)

DFW 

Employment 

Change, May. 

2025 to May. 

2026 (%)

U.S.

May. 2026 

Employment

U.S.

May. 2026 

Employment 

Share (%)

U.S. 

Employment 

Change, May. 

2025 to May. 

2026 (%)

Mining, quarrying, and oil and 

gas extraction
113,600 2.6% 0.7% 611,000 0.4% -1.1%

Construction 156,700 3.6% 2.2% 8,367,000 5.2% 0.5%

Manufacturing 310,900 7.1% -1.1% 12,584,000 7.9% -0.5%

Wholesale and retail trade 625,000 14.4% 0.5% 21,474,600 13.5% 0.1%

Transportation and utilities 269,200 6.2% 2.2% 7,139,300 4.5% -0.6%

Information 85,000 2.0% -2.6% 2,778,000 1.7% -3.0%

Financial activities 387,300 8.9% -0.7% 9,078,000 5.7% -1.2%

Professional and business 

services
790,300 18.2% 1.4% 22,506,000 14.1% 0.1%

Education and health services 528,100 12.1% 0.0% 27,902,000 17.5% 2.3%

Leisure and hospitality 443,800 10.2% 0.6% 17,283,000 10.8% 0.7%

Other services 144,500 3.3% 0.6% 6,053,000 3.8% 0.5%

Government 495,900 11.4% 1.1% 23,622,000 14.8% -0.8%

Total nonfarm 4,350,300 100.0% 0.6% 159,398,000 100.0% 0.2%

Numbers may not sum due to rounding. Employment is not seasonally adjusted.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics State and Area Employment, Hours, and Earnings, and Current Employment Statistics, July 2026.

DFW vs. U.S. Employment by Industry



An Economic Engine for the Region

economicengine.utdallas.edu

economicengine@utdallas.edu

economicengine.utdallas.edu/tools/subscribe

https://economicengine.utdallas.edu/
mailto:economicengine@utdallas.edu
https://economicengine.utdallas.edu/tools/subscribe/
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