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SUMMARY

* From March 2026 to April 2026, the DFW labor market gained 11,900 jobs, taking its total workforce to
4,330,100.

» The professional and business sector saw its employment grow by 0.8%, followed by leisure and
hospitality at 0.6%.

* Unemployment rates declined slightly across DFW (3.9% to 3.8%), Texas (4.1% to 4.0%), and the U.S.
(4.3% to 4.0%).

» Opverall job postings declined by 2.1% in April. Postings for computer occupations saw the largest
increase by 87%, while registered nurses eXperienced a 11.5% loss. (**Note: Registered nurse hiring has slowed as part of

a nationwide trend, driven by stronger nurse retention and more cautious hiring practices, despite the continued shortage of nurses across the U.S.)

» The fastest growing occupation was coaches and scouts by 79.7% increase in new postings.

(Note: The significant number of job postings were driven by Teachme.to, Westlake Academy and Dallas ISD.)

» Fast food and counter workers saw the largest decline in job postings at 38.1%.

(The sharp decline in job postings was largely due to high spike in March, when postings rose to more than 950 compared to the typical monthly level of fewer
than 600 postings.)

» The Consumer Price Index (CPI) for DFW will not be released for April. However, inflation increased in
Texas (1.09%), the Southern Region (0.79%), and the U.S. (0.85%).

For deeper analysis of these dynamics, see the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas’ Texas Employment
Forecast, DFW Economic Indicators, and the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ DEW and Southwest CPI releases.

**Source: https://thenursingdirectory.com/news/new-grad-nurses-job-market-paradox-2026
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https://www.dallasfed.org/research/forecast/2026/emp260522
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/forecast/2026/emp260522
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/indicators/dfw/2026/dfw2606
https://www.bls.gov/regions/southwest/news-release/consumerpriceindex_dallasfortworth.htm
https://www.bls.gov/regions/southeast/news-release/consumerpriceindex_south.htm
https://www.bls.gov/regions/southeast/news-release/consumerpriceindex_south.htm
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DFW - Job Postings vs. Nonfarm Jobs

160,000 - 4,500
Total Nonfarm Jobs In DFW
150,000
- 4,300
140,000
130,000 4100 o
g
4
o
120,000 =1
" - 3,900 §
e <
2 110,000 =3
o] (7
n_ —
_|
2 - 3700 3
S
100,000 Total Jobs Postings in DFW g
2
L
90,000 3,500
80,000
Average Quarterly Postings in DFW
- 3,300
70,000
60,000 I T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 3,100
Apr 2024 Jul 2024 Oct 2024 Jan 2025 Apr 2025 Jul 2025 Oct 2025 Jan 2026 Apr 2026

* DFW includes Collin, Dallas, Denton, Ellis, Hunt, Johnson, Kaufman, Parker, Rockwall, Tarrant, and Wise counties.
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics State and Area Employment, Hours, and Earnings, June 2026. Lightcast, 2026.
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Unemployment Rates* in DFW, Texas, and U.S.
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*Not seasonally adjusted.
**Data unavailable
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Labor Force Statistics, June 2026
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DFW Total Job Postings Over the Years
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Source: Lightcast, 2026.
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Change in Consumer Price Index

Monthly Change in Consumer Price Index
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October CPI data for the US, Texas and the South Region is unavailable due to the 2025 lapse in appropriations.
Sources: Texas data sourced from the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, Key Economic Indicators, Jun 2026.
All data for the U.S., South and DFW sourced from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U), Jun 2026, and is not seasonally adjusted.
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Top Occupations by Job Postings in DFW (Yearly)

Median Median Average Apr. 2025 Apr. 2026 : hrarz'gg’s
Occupation Annual Advertised g€ Unique Job Unique Job pr-
. Monthly Hires . . to Apr. 2026
Earnings Salary Postings Postings (%)
1 Registered nurses $98,531 $85,888 2,758 5,072 4,029 -20.6%
2 Software developers $131,995 $135,936 2,979 3,341 3,456 3.4%
3 Retail salespersons $31,926 $33,920 6,450 2,154 2,246 4.3%
4 Heavy and tractor-trailer truck $57,253  $78,720 3,347 1,843 2,028 10.0%
drivers
5 First-line supervisors of retail sales $46,443 $44.416 975 1.661 1.886 13.5%
workers
6 Computer occupations, all other $120,902 $133,888 777 1,683 1,771 5.2%
7 Customer service representatives $42,306 $40,576 6,199 1,756 1,583 -9.9%
Sales representatives, wholesale
8 and manufacturing, except technical  $63,781 $80,256 731 1,380 1,398 1.3%
and scientific products
9 General and operations managers $108,619 $104,320 5,035 1,132 1,377 21.6%
1o Lavorers and freight, stock, and $38,379  $38,528 7,303 1,166 1,280 9.8%
material movers, hand
All occupations - - - 92,799 99,867 7.6%
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Source: Lightcast, 2026.
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Top Occupations by Job Postings in DFW (Monthly)

Feb. 2026 Mar. 2026 Apr. 2026 Change,
Occupation Unique Job Unique Job Unique Job Mar. 2026
Postings Postings Postings to Apr. 2026 (%)
1 Registered nurses 4,882 4,553 4,029 -11.5%
2 Software developers 2,944 3,338 3,456 3.5%
3 Retail salespersons 1,914 2,426 2,246 -71.4%
4 Heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers 2,198 2,163 2,028 -6.2%
5 First-line supervisors of retail sales 1477 1,047 1,886 23.1%
workers
6 Computer occupations, all other 1,400 1,630 1,771 8.7%
7 Customer service representatives 1,394 1,570 1,583 0.8%

Sales representatives, wholesale and
8 manufacturing, except technical and 1,354 1,609 1,398 -13.1%
scientific products

9 General and operations managers 1,163 1,391 1,377 -1.0%

10 Laborers and freight, stock, and material 1,154 1188 1,280 779
movers, hand

All occupations 93,335 102,020 99,867 -2.1%

Source: Lightcast, 2026.
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Positive Change in Demand by Jobs Postings in DFW

Median Median Average Mar. 2026 Apr. 2026 Month-over-
Occupation Annual Advertised ge Unique Job Unique Job month
. Monthly Hires . .
Earnings Salary Postings Postings Change
1 Coaches and Scouts $35,729 $47,488 349 212 381 79.70%
o Elementary School Teachers, Except  ¢q/ 335 g74 040 667 163 280 71.80%
Special Education
3 Physical Therapists $107,876 $97,664 206 523 729 39.40%
4 Mgrchandlse Displayers and Window $37.189 $35,456 259 452 596 31.90%
Trimmers
5 Accountants and Auditors $83,500 $85,760 1,568 809 1057 30.70%
6 Managers, All Other $137,851  $109,952 521 553 713 28.90%
7 Teaching Assistants, Except $28,694  $31,104 1,193 420 539 28.30%
Postsecondary
Secondary School Teachers, Except
8 Special and Career/Technical $65,182 $64,896 548 676 830 22.80%
Education
9 Secqutles, Commodities, and Financial $84.971 $54.912 334 308 378 22 70%
Services Sales Agents
10 Marketing Managers $147,987 $141,056 833 846 916 8.30%
All occupations - - - 102,020 99,867 -2.1%
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Source: Lightcast, 2026.
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Negative Change in Demand by Jobs Postings in DFW

Median Median Average Mar. 2026 Apr. 2026 Month-over-
Occupation Annual Advertised ge Unique Job Unique Job month
. Monthly Hires . .
Earnings Salary Postings Postings Change
1 Fast Food and Counter Workers $26,476 $30,336 17,041 959 594 -38.1%
Hosts and Hostesses, Restaurant, o
2 Lounge, and Coffee Shop $27,228 $29,568 2,976 385 265 -31.2%
g REERIEEE IeETeeeies el $79,913  $102,656 138 650 492 24.3%
Technicians
4 \Waiters and Waitresses $28,505 $37,504 6,591 850 648 -23.8%
Sales Representatives, Wholesale
5 and Manufacturing, Technical and $84,125 $85,376 431 926 744 -19.7%
Scientific Products
Health Technologists and o
6 Technicians, All Other $50,069 $44.672 126 843 680 -19.3%
First-Line Supervisors of Food 0
7 Preparation and Serving Workers $38,202 $39,552 1,458 717 593 -17.3%
8 Automotllve Service Technicians and $53,284 $62.336 388 961 839 12.7%
Mechanics
9 Project Management Specialists $94,826 $106,752 1,617 1230 1087 -11.6%
10 Sales Managers $137,666 $113,024 1,012 1169 1050 -10.2%
All occupations - - - 102,020 99,867 -2.1%
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Source: Lightcast, 2026.
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DFW Employment by Industry

Change, Change,
Apr. 2025 to Mar. 2026 to
Apr. 2026 (%) Apr. 2026 (%)

Mar. 2026
Employment

Apr. 2025
Employment

Feb. 2026
Employment

Apr. 2026

Industry Employment

Mining, quarrying, and oll

! 112,500 112,000 112,800 112.100 .0.4% 0.6%
and gas extraction
Construction 152.200 154.300 155,400 155.700 2.3% 0.2%
Manufacturing 313,900 310,700 310,500 309,000 1.6% -0.5%
Wholesale and retail rade 620,900 618,600 621,100 622.000 0.2% 0.1%
Transportation and utilities 261,800 265,200 266,600 267,400 2.1% 0.3%
Information 87.200 85.000 85200 85 400 2.1% 0.2%
gl senies 389,700 388,000 388,300 387.100 0.7% 0.3%
Professional and business - o, 783.600 786,600 793,000 2.0% 0.8%
services
Seleziiei gl ezl 526,500 523,800 526,400 528,300 0.3% 0.4%
services
Leisure and hospitality 434,500 425,200 431,400 434,100 -0.1% 0.6%
e ST eEe 142,400 140,800 141.100 141,900 0.4% 0.6%
Government 489,100 491,300 492,800 494,100 1.0% 0.3%
s T 4,308,200 4,298,500 4,318,200 4,330,100 0.5% 0.3%

Numbers may not sum due to rounding. Employment is not seasonally adjusted.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics State and Area Employment, Hours, and Earnings, and Current Employment Statistics, June 2026.
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DFW vs. U.S. Employment by Industry

DFW U.S.
DFW A ?th\)lzﬁ Employment U.S. A :‘1.3626 Employment
Industry Apr. 2026 pr. Change, Apr. Apr. 2026 pr. Change, Apr.
Employment Employment
Employment Share (%) 2025 to Apr. Employment Share (%) 2025 to Apr.
° 2026 (%) ° 2026 (%)
Mining, quarrying, and oil and 112,100 2.6% -0.4% 605,000 0.4% -1.9%
gas extraction
Construction 155,700 3.6% 2.3% 8,248,000 5.2% 0.7%
Manufacturing 309,000 7.1% -1.6% 12,550,000 7.9% -0.6%
Wholesale and retail trade 622,000 14.4% 0.2% 21,381,200 13.5% 0.0%
Transportation and utilities 267,400 6.2% 2.1% 7,095,600 4.5% -0.8%
Information 85,400 2.0% -2.1% 2,777,000 1.7% -2.7%
Financial activities 387,100 8.9% -0.7% 9,088,000 5.7% -0.7%
Professional and business 793,000 18.3% 2.0% 22,482,000 14.2% 0.1%
services
Education and health services 528,300 12.2% 0.3% 27,983,000 17.6% 2.4%
Leisure and hospitality 434,100 10.0% -0.1% 16,843,000 10.6% 0.8%
Other services 141,900 3.3% -0.4% 6,023,000 3.8% 0.7%
Government 494,100 11.4% 1.0% 23,650,000 14.9% -1.1%
Total nonfarm 4,330,100 100.0% 0.5% 158,726,000 100.0% 0.2%

Numbers may not sum due to rounding. Employment is not seasonally adjusted.
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics State and Area Employment, Hours, and Earnings, and Current Employment Statistics, June 2026.
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Web
economicengine.utdallas.edu

An Economic Engine -
for the Region economicengine@utdallas.edu

Newsletter
economicengine.utdallas.edu/tools/subscribe



https://economicengine.utdallas.edu/
mailto:economicengine@utdallas.edu
https://economicengine.utdallas.edu/tools/subscribe/
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