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SUMMARY

» From February 2026 to March 2026, the DFW labor market gained 20,500 jobs, taking its total workforce
to 4,319,000.

 The mining, quarrying, and oil and gas sector saw its employment grow by 1.4%, followed by leisure
and hospitality at 1.2%.

* Unemployment rates declined slightly across DFW (4.1% to 3.9%), Texas (4.4% to 4.1%), and the U.S.
(4.7% to 4.3%).

* Overall job postings increased by 9.4% in March. Postings for retail salespersons saw the largest
increase by 26.5%, while registered nurses experienced a 6.7% loss.

» The fastest growing occupation was secondary school teachers by 96.2% increase in new postings.
(Note: The significant number of job postings were driven by Dallas ISD, Irving ISD and Mesquite ISD.)

« Cardiologists saw the largest decline in job postings at 76.9%.
(The sharp decline in cardiologist job postings was largely due to an unusually high spike in February, when postings rose to more than 100 compared to the
typical monthly level of fewer than 50 postings.)

* The Consumer Price Index (CPI) increased across all regions in March by 2.9% in DFW, 1.76% in
Texas, 1.25% in the Southern Region, and 1.05% in the U.S.

For deeper analysis of these dynamics, see the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas’ Texas Employment
Forecast, DFW Economic Indicators, and the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ DFW and Southwest CPI releases.
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https://www.dallasfed.org/research/forecast/2026/emp260501
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/forecast/2026/emp260501
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/indicators/dfw/2026/dfw2604
https://www.bls.gov/regions/southwest/news-release/consumerpriceindex_dallasfortworth.htm
https://www.bls.gov/regions/southeast/news-release/consumerpriceindex_south.htm
https://www.bls.gov/regions/southeast/news-release/consumerpriceindex_south.htm
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DFW - Job Postings vs. Nonfarm Jobs
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* DFW includes Collin, Dallas, Denton, Ellis, Hunt, Johnson, Kaufman, Parker, Rockwall, Tarrant, and Wise counties.
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics State and Area Employment, Hours, and Earnings, May 2026. Lightcast, 2026.
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Unemployment Rates* in DFW, Texas, and U.S.
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Labor Force Statistics, May 2026
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DFW Total Job Postings Over the Years
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Source: Lightcast, 2026.
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Change in Consumer Price Index

Monthly Change in Consumer Price Index
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Note: Data for DFW is reported every other month. All other figures are reported monthly.

October CPI data for the US, Texas and the South Region is unavailable due to the 2025 lapse in appropriations.

Sources: Texas data sourced from the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, Key Economic Indicators, May 2026.

All data for the U.S., South and DFW sourced from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U), May 2026, and is not seasonally adjusted.
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Top Occupations by Job Postings in DFW (Yearly)

Median Median Mar. 2025 Mar. 2026 Change,
. . Average . . Mar. 2025
Occupation Annual Advertised . Unique Job Unique Job
. Monthly Hires . . to Mar. 2026
Earnings Salary Postings Postings (%)
o
1 Registered nurses $98,531 $83,712 2,758 3,480 4,544 30.6%
2 Software developers $131,995 $135,936 2,979 3,191 3,395 6.4%
3 Retail salespersons $31,926 $34,944 6,450 2,217 2,419 9.1%
4 Heavyand tractor-trailer truck $57,253  $78,720 3,347 1,589 2,160 35.9%
drivers
5 First-line supervisors of retail sales $46,443 $42.880 975 1713 1.948 13.7%
workers
6 Computer occupations, all other $120,902 $133,888 777 1,683 1,623 -3.6%
Sales representatives, wholesale
7 and manufacturing, except technical  $63,781 $80,256 731 1,450 1,606 10.8%
and scientific products
8 Customer service representatives $42,306 $41,600 6,199 1,522 1,570 3.2%
9 General and operations managers $108,619 $87,424 5,035 1,081 1,352 25.1%
19 Maintenance and repair workers, $47,017  $52,096 1,855 1,100 1,269 15.4%
general
All occupations - - - 89,022 101,878 14.4%
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Source: Lightcast, 2026.




’E THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS

Top Occupations by Job Postings in DFW (Monthly)

Jan. 2026 Feb. 2026 Mar. 2026 Change,
Occupation Unique Job Unique Job Unique Job Feb. 2026

Postings Postings Postings to Mar. 2026 (%)

1 Registered nurses 4,299 4,870 4,544 -6.7%

2 Software developers 2,633 2,956 3,395 14.9%

3 Retail salespersons 2,382 1,913 2,419 26.5%

4 Heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers 1,953 2,186 2,160 -1.2%

5 First-line supervisors of retail sales 1,696 1,480 1,048 31.6%

workers
6 Computer occupations, all other 1,552 1,396 1,623 16.3%

Sales representatives, wholesale and
7 manufacturing, except technical and 1,467 1,348 1,606 19.1%
scientific products

8 Customer service representatives 1,510 1,393 1,570 12.7%
9 General and operations managers 1,159 1,101 1,352 22.8%
10 Maintenance and repair workers, general 1,183 1,208 1,269 5.0%

All occupations 91,237 93,153 101,878 9.4%

Source: Lightcast, 2026.
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Positive Change in Demand by Jobs Postings in DFW
Median Median Feb. 2026 Mar. 2026 Month-over-

Occupation Annual Advertised Averagt_a Unique Job Unique Job month
. Monthly Hires . .
Earnings Salary Postings Postings Change
Secondary School Teachers, Except o
! Special and Career/Technical Education $65,182 $62,356 S S il oA
2 Industrial Engineers $105,267 $128,768 312 513 782 52.4%
3 Automotllve Service Technicians and $53.284 $58.240 388 613 959 56.4%
Mechanics
4 Lawyers $158,317 $146,176 457 498 676 35.7%
5 Fast Food and Counter Workers $26,476 $30,592 17,041 601 959 59.6%
First-Line Supervisors of Food o
6 Preparation and Serving Workers $38,202 $39,552 1,458 552 720 30.4%
7 Health Technologists and Technicians, $50,069 $46.720 126 664 843 27 0%
All Other
8 Data Scientists $119,551 $128,768 453 820 962 17.3%
9 Medical and Health Services Managers $111,663 $80,256 490 901 1046 16.1%
Sales Representatives of Services,
10 Except Advertising, Insurance, Financial $61,577 $60,032 2,044 953 1099 15.3%
Services, and Travel
All occupations - - - 93,153 101,878 9.4%

*The significant percentage gain is largely attributable to the low number from the prior month. Source: Lightcast, 2026.
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Negative Change in Demand by Jobs Postings in DFW

Median Median Average Feb. 2026 Mar. 2026 Month-over-
Occupation Annual Advertised ge Unique Job Unique Job month
. Monthly Hires . .
Earnings Salary Postings Postings Change
1 Cardiologists $145,646 $80,128 17 104 24 -76.9%
2 Radiologists $283,513 $151,296 29 129 33 -74.4%
3 Surgeons, All Other $216,027 $131,040 9 96 31 -67.7%
4 Police and Sheriff's Patrol Officers $91,294 $76,032 334 267 144 -46.1%
5 Respiratory Therapists $82,759 $79,616 118 407 225 -44.7%
6 Physicians, All Other $170,001 $203,648 274 461 272 -41.0%
7 Physical Therapists $107,876 $104,832 206 714 523 -26.8%
8 Nursing Assistants $37,494 $37,504 2,057 359 280 -22.0%
9 Accountants and Auditors $83,500 $86,400 1,568 958 805 -16.0%
First-Line Supervisors of Office and o
Administrative Support Workers $69,589 $64,128 1,626 1038 927 -10.7%
All occupations - - - 93,153 101,878 9.4%

Source: Lightcast, 2026.
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DFW Employment by Industry

Change, Change,
Mar. 2025 to Feb. 2026 to
Mar. 2026 (%) Mar. 2026 (%)

Mar. 2025
Employment

Jan. 2026
Employment

Feb. 2026
Employment

Mar. 2026

Industry Employment

Mining, quarrying, and oll

! 112,500 111,800 112,000 113,600 1.0% 1.4%
and gas extraction
Construction 150,900 154.100 154.300 155.100 2.8% 0.5%
Manufacturing 313,700 310,700 310,700 311,800 0.6% 0.4%
Wholesale and retail trade 621,000 621,200 618.600 621.600 0.1% 0.5%
Transportation and utiliies 264,400 266,200 265,200 266,500 0.8% 0.5%
Information 86.800 85.100 85000 85200 1.8% 0.2%
Sl asiiies 388,200 388,200 388,000 388,200 0.0% 0.1%
Professional and business .- 11, 779.700 783.600 787.200 2.9% 0.5%
services
Seleziiei gl ezl 520,600 522.800 523,800 525,700 1.0% 0.4%
services
Leisure and hospitality 427,100 424,000 425,200 430,100 0.7% 1.2%
S senfans 141,100 141,500 140,800 141,200 0.1% 0.3%
Government 488,100 486,600 491,300 492,800 1.0% 0.3%
e e 4,279,500 4,291,900 4,298,500 4,319,000 0.9% 0.5%

Numbers may not sum due to rounding. Employment is not seasonally adjusted.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics State and Area Employment, Hours, and Earnings, and Current Employment Statistics, May 2026.
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DFW vs. U.S. Employment by Industry

DFW U.S.
DFW Ma[:'FXXZG Employment U.S. Malrjlg(-)ZG Employment
Industry Mar. 2026 Em I;) ment Change, Mar. Mar. 2026 Em I;) ment Change, Mar.
Employment Sr?arg (%) 2025 to Mar. Employment Slfarg(‘y) 2025 to Mar.
° 2026 (%) ° 2026 (%)
Mining, quarrying, and oil and 113,600 2.6% 1.0% 598,000 0.4% -2.8%
gas extraction
Construction 155,100 3.6% 2.8% 8,088,000 5.1% 0.5%
Manufacturing 311,800 7.2% -0.6% 12,553,000 8.0% -0.5%
Wholesale and retail trade 621,600 14.4% 0.1% 21,324,500 13.5% -0.1%
Transportation and utilities 266,500 6.2% 0.8% 7,092,600 4.5% -1.7%
Information 85,200 2.0% -1.8% 2,772,000 1.8% -2.9%
Financial activities 388,200 9.0% 0.0% 9,073,000 5.8% -0.8%
Professional and business 787,200 18.2% 2.9% 22,214,000 14.1% 0.0%
services
Education and health services 525,700 12.2% 1.0% 27,883,000 17.7% 2.4%
Leisure and hospitality 430,100 10.0% 0.7% 16,543,000 10.5% 0.8%
Other services 141,200 3.3% 0.1% 5,984,000 3.8% 0.6%
Government 492,800 11.4% 1.0% 23,644,000 15.0% -1.0%
Total nonfarm 4,319,000 100.0% 0.9% 157,769,000 100.0% 0.1%

Numbers may not sum due to rounding. Employment is not seasonally adjusted.
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics State and Area Employment, Hours, and Earnings, and Current Employment Statistics, May 2026.
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Web
economicengine.utdallas.edu

An Economic Engine -
for the Region economicengine@utdallas.edu

Newsletter
economicengine.utdallas.edu/tools/subscribe



https://economicengine.utdallas.edu/
mailto:economicengine@utdallas.edu
https://economicengine.utdallas.edu/tools/subscribe/
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